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40 years is a major 
achievement for a small, 
local organisation to have 
thrived, whilst remaining 
responsible for ensuring 
its own funding.

Throughout this time we have been 
providing a crisis support and advice 
service for women and their children 
experiencing domestic abuse in Bromley and 
across south east London to a very high 
standard, and we have continued to develop 
and grow that holistic, excellent quality 
of service as experienced by our clients 
and as reflected back to us by the partners 
that we work with.

Our history was framed within the context 
of campaigning for women’s rights, and a 
growing national awareness in the 70’s 
of abuse behind the curtains in homes 
throughout Britain, statistics were 
shocking. Women’s lives were often at 
risk from their violent partners. The law, 
police and society provided limited and 
often no protection in these circumstances.  
Beckenham and Penge women’s group wanted 
to do something that would make a real 
difference to women’s lives.

Our story is told in this our anniversary 
brochure. How has such a small 
organisation remained sustainable? Fuelled 
and driven from a passion and commitment 
to our core aim ‘working to end domestic 
abuse’, our staff have always had a 
connection to this experience, either 
personally or through relatives, they 
have represented the local community, and 
strived to work as a close knit team in 
this endeavour. We are in the fortunate 
position of being able to provide an 
independent service that puts the client 
first, understanding need, listening to and 
acquiring trust.  We are person centred 
and non judgemental in our approach. 
We seek to protect against, to provide 
support, and to prevent re occurrence.

Our ability to use change as an 
opportunity, has enabled us to adapt and 
move successfully through the continuous 
and radical challenge of funding ,  this 
combined with the high bar of expectations 
that we set ourselves in terms of  our 

support standards, and  the lack of 
statutory services  has led us to become  
the experts in our field.  The crises that 
we deal with often on a daily basis entail 
working with a wide variety of partners 
across the statutory and voluntary fields, 
and our partnership working has justifiably 
earned us an excellent local reputation 
over many years.

How is it we must all ask ourselves that 
healthy and respectful relationships are 
still not valued as the foundation and 
basis for a better quality of life style 
for all, that translates out from the home 
to the wider family, and friends, into the 
local community, into the workplace, into 
the nation, and across the world. 

BWA works to end domestic abuse. Please 
support us in our work for our next 40 
years.

Thank you,
Jane Ward

Bromley Women’s Aid is 40
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1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 still going strong

Bromley Women’s Aid 1975 - 2015

A grant from the Greater London 
COUNCIL allowed BWA to employ its 
first paid support staff in 1983.

Bromley & Beckenham 
Women’s Group set 
up Bromley Women’s 
Aid as a registered 
Charity in 1975.

By 1980 BWA ran 
two refuges 
entirely staffed 
BY volunteers.

By 1993 BWA ran four 
communal refuges. The 
properties were owned 
by housing associations 
and managed by BWA.

In 2001/2 a further 
self-contained 
refuge opened to 
cater for clients in 
need of a gradual 
transition from 
supported refuge to 
independent living.

2009 also saw 
the launch of a 
strengthened outreach 
service with two 
dedicated staff 
memberS, a helpline 
and support groups in 
the community based on 
the Freedom Programme.

BWA continues to expand 
its services to meet 
the needs of survivors 
as well as focusing on 
prevention with a healthy 
relationship programme 
in primary schools and 
the expansion of its 
volunteering programme.

In 1976 Bromley 
Women’s Aid set up 
the first refuge in 
the Bromley Borough 
at College Road.

The late 1990’s 
saw the opening of 
a specialist refuge 
for clients with 
mental health needs 
in a purpose built 
block with self 
contained units.

In 2009 BWA moved 
its office out of 
the refuges into 
rented premises in 
central Bromley with 
a dedicated outreach 
support suite.

BWA independently 
opened their St. 
Jude’s House 
Safebed refuge 
in October 2013. 

From 1970 Bromley 
& Beckenham 
Women’s Group 
was established 
to campaign for 
Women’s Rights.

In June 2013 BWA relocated 
their Head Office to a bigger 
building to enable expansion.
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Despite setbacks Bromley 
Women’s Aid managed to open 
its first refuge in 1976
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Bromley Women’s Aid 
was established 
and run 100% by 
volunteers between 
1975 and 1983

Bromley Women’s Aid taking part in a local conference on Women’s Rights
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Fundraising 
at Liberals 
Fair Bromley 
Common – 1983

Bromley Women’s Aid raising awareness
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Campaigning to 
keep the GLC 
(Greater London 
Council) with 
Ken Livingstone
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
We would like to thank every individual, 
club, church, company, charity, trust and 
foundation that has supported our work 
over the last 40 years.

Since the opening of our first refuge, 
Bromley Women’s Aid has become an 
important asset for our community, having 
supported thousands of survivors of 
domestic abuse.

Celebrating 40 years of work in Bromley is 
an amazing accomplishment of which we are 
extremely proud. We are well aware that 
the work we do could not happen without 
the help of people like you.

...40 TIMES THANK YOU!
In looking ahead to the future, we know 
that much work is still to be done in an 
increasingly challenging environment. 
We will need your support until the day 
no woman or child will be suffering from 
domestic abuse in Bromley.

Bromley Women’s Aid supporting THE 
Women’s Aid SOS campaign – 2014

“	I am back. Life is filled with 
joy and hope again and I feel 
passionate about life. I would 
not have reached this stage 
without the endless support of 
such a great organisation.”
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Call 020 8313 9303 for further 
information, advice and support

Also find us on

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
•	 Individuals: you can volunteer with BWA, 

celebrate your birthday with us, run, walk, 
swim or even climb Kilimanjaro! If you like 
your comfort instead, you can click on the 
donate button at www.bromleywa.org.uk

•	 Companies: you can organise events with 
your employees, set up a payroll giving 
scheme, or donate gifts in kind. Email us 
at info@bromleywa.co.uk

•	 Trusts or Foundations: we need help to run 
our refuges, train staff, run educational 
programmes in schools, and to fund 
outreach work in the community. Email 
info@bromleywa.co.uk for more information.

•	 Legacies: you can leave a gift to BWA in 
your will. Call us on 020 8313 9303 to find 
out more

•	 Groups/Churches/Clubs: you can organise 
events, like a dance night or a party, or 
church collections to help BWA. Many have 
already helped us and group support is 
always invaluable


